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NEW UM SCHOLARSHIPS WILL ASSIST NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS 
MISSOULA -
The widow of a former University of Montana president has established a scholarship 
fund for Montana’s Native American students as a memorial to her husband. Patricia McFarland 
willed $50,000 to the UM Foundation, establishing the Carl McFarland Scholarships for Native 
Americans.
Patricia died Dec. 21, 1998, in Charlottesville, Va., where she and her husband had 
moved after he left the UM presidency. Carl was president from 1951 to 1958, and he died in 
1979. He was the University’s ninth president and the first UM alumnus to hold that position. 
Patricia earned a journalism degree at UM in 1931.
The McFarlands’ niece, Martha Szczur of Bethesda, Md., said her aunt and uncle loved 
Montana dearly and respected the native cultures found here. She said that Patricia supported 
several charities serving Indians for many years.
UM President George Dennison said scholarships designated for Indians give the 
University a powerful tool for recruiting and retaining such students.
“Although Native Americans are Montana’s largest minority group, the University’s 
student population hasn’t sufficiently reflected that proportion,” Dennison said, “but scholarship 
funds such as this will help us create an opportunity to change that fact.
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“The McFarland Scholarships further demonstrate that this University has a strong belief 
in the importance of encouraging Native Montanans to pursue higher education in the state and 
especially to obtain their degrees at The University of Montana,” he said. “Tve always known 
my Main Hall predecessors shared the view (my wife) Jane and I hold that the Native American 
tradition is such an important aspect of Montana heritage and that our state’s people are richer for 
the opportunity to interact with and learn from Native American students at the University.”
The McFarland Scholarships for Native Americans are the second such awards for 
Montana’s Indians established by a UM president. The Dennisons established the George and 
Jane Dennison Scholarship for enrolled members of the Salish and Kootenai Confederated Tribes 
in 1992 as part of the University’s capital campaign.
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